ANTHONY   EDEN
from that day to this recorded as a grisly failure. Un-
doubtedly Eden was meeting Benito Mussolini in one of his
most dangerous and subtle moods. A reorientation of policy
was at the back of his mind. The addition of Hitler to the
already overcrowded list of European dictators was involving
the Duce in some fundamental decisions: if Great Britain had
any contribution to make to the store of his ideas it was advis-
able for us to send over a minister of substantive rank, not
some petty fledgling whose status did not even allow him
access to the Cabinet.
For Mussolini had by now realized that the Nazis had
come to stay—and even to expand. If a new Roman Empire
was to grow it would have to grow at someone's expense.
The obvious victims were Germany in Eastern Europe or
Great Britain in the Mediterranean. Should the Duce pit his
fragile resources against the New Germany or the Old Eng-
land?   In the light of these gigantic considerations, which
from Marshal de Bono's book on the Abyssinian War we now
know were occupying him throughout 1934, the presence of
Anthony Eden "with a tiresome questionnaire on Disarmament
was not calculated to take the pout from his lips. Eden, too,
was annoyed at the blatant attempt of Italy to hold the
balance between France and Germany.    That was Great
Britain's role. But there was something to be said for the view
that Italian mediation was more likely to be acceptable to
France than ours. Eden perhaps decided to clarify and under-
line the British Government's objections to the Italian media-
tion rather than stress its potentialities.
The main result of the talk with which the newspaper
men had to juggle was that Eden had decided to leave
Rome on the syth February instead of the 28th. The
Times did its best to explain away the detente., and attri-
buted the brevity of the meeting and visit to their suc-
cess. It was at pains to confuse the issue by pointing out
that Mussolini had * a more flexible mentality * than the
other dictators, but as a tribute to bare feet it was bound
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